
 

Northlakes High School Newsletter 

 

“Opportunities for future success” 

 
Find us at:  Brava Avenue, SAN REMO  NSW   2262   T (02)4390 0555 F (02) 43991792                  

Email  northlake-h.school@det.nsw.edu.au  www.northlake-h.schools.nsw.edu.au 
 

Security No: 1300 880 021 Issue. 20 

December, 2014 

 

Principal’s Report: 
This week I have taken twelve staff to 

Melbourne to begin training in a very significant 

program which we are beginning to implement 

in 2015. It is called Achievement via Individual 

Determination, AVID. It has already been 

trialled at Tuggerah Lakes Secondary College, 

Berkeley Vale and Tumbi Umbi campus, with 

outstanding results. I am very excited about the 

program. During the week, Mr Glachan is 

relieving Principal. 

We have had a very successful Orientation 

program this year, with many Year 6 students 

coming over to the High School in small 

groups, and on Wednesday all Year 6 students 

and their parents.  

I am very proud of the extent of our program, 

and the positive impact on our Year 7 of 2015. 

Special thanks go to Ms Byrnes, Head Teacher 

Welfare, and Ms Davis, Year 7 Adviser for 

2015, for the effort they have put into this 

process. 

 

 

Last week most of Year 10 were at Work 

Experience. Reports reflect the positive nature 

of this exercise, as it exposes students to work 

places and career options. Ms Hewett is to be 

congratulated for her work in this program. 

The end of Term 4 is an extraordinarily busy 

time of year for high school staff, as we finalise 

all sorts of things for 2014, and plan, program 

and implement new structures for 2015. Our 

last week involves some major staff 

development, particularly as we begin the 

implementation of AVID, and review teaching 

practices. We are also reviewing our House 

structure, and will be involving students in this. 

The impact of this has been very significant this 

year, and we are keen to ensure its 

effectiveness is expanded. 

I would like to wish everyone a safe and happy 

holiday period and look forward to seeing you 

all in 2015. 

 

Yours in Public Education 

Merrilyn Rowley 

Principal 

 

Library Report 
Congratulations to those students who 

completed the Premier’s Reading Challenge! 

Your certificates have arrived and will be 

handed out on assembly. Special 

congratulations to Tim Stanford and Jarred 

Keegan, both from Year 7, on achieving a 

Platinum Award for many years of completion 

of the Premier’s Reading Challenge. Tayla 
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Hanley-Brown from Year 9 has made an 

outstanding effort in achieving a Gold Award. 

Congratulations to those students who 

completed the challenge and have an 

awesome time at Luna Park! 

 

Mr Freebody 

Librarian (Relieving) 

 

English Report 
On Wednesday in Week 7, Mrs Reay and Mr 

Freebody took Year 12 English Studies on an 

excursion to Sydney to complement their ‘We 

Are Australian’ unit of work. We caught a train 

down to the city, walked around and looked at 

the various sites such as Darling Harbour and 

the Queen Victoria Building. Finally, we were 

treated to a ferry ride all around the Harbour, 

where we were lucky enough to see many of 

Sydney’s top sites and attractions, such as the 

Opera House and the Harbour Bridge.  

 
The students were very well behaved and 

represented Northlakes High school 

spectacularly. Thanks for a great day Year 12! 

 

 

 

Science Report 
It’s been a very productive 2014 in the Science 

department; we have had many opportunities 

to enhance the learning of our students. The 

students have competed in the Science and 

Engineering challenge visited the Museum of 

Human Disease and also the Sydney Aquarium 

and have benefited from all the extra work the 

staff has put in to assure the quality of every 

lesson. 

We have had some staff changes with the 

return of Ms Pidgeon and also having Ms 

Schmidt expertise in the Marine Sciences has 

been a huge benefit to our students. We are 

really sorry to announce that Ms Schmidt will 

be leaving us next year to fill a position at 

Mackillop which is their gain and our loss. We 

would like to publicly thank Ms Schmidt for all 

the hard work she has put in and wish her well. 

Year 8 and 9 have been studying the human 

body this term. While investigating the different 

body systems we have dissected kidneys, 

hearts and even eyeballs. Year 8 also used 

balloons to find out their own lung capacity. 

 

Year 10 have been preparing for the HSC by 

revising some of the Chemistry and Biology 

content. During the study of chemical reactions 

and experimental design the students 

conducted the classic cola and Mentos 

experiment. 10WK discovered that diet cola 

produces a much larger reaction than regular 

cola. 

Year 7 have been learning about the features 



  

 

of our solar system. During this topic they have 

looked extensively at the features and role of 

our moon.  

 
7GT have created the phases of the moon 

using Oreo cookies. Some of the most 

delicious posters ever created! 

Year 9 have started the Australian Curriculum 

and have been learning about Human 

Diseases and now have started units on 

Energy, Light and Sound and also the 

Electromagnetic Spectrum. 

We have started our work regarding the 

wetlands at Charmhaven. We had a field day 

run by Mrs Fulwood and Mark Atwool from the 

Environmental School Rumbalara at Gosford. 

They took a party of twelve students and 

conducted an environmental survey of the 

wetlands. Apart from the heat it was a very 

successful day and it was a huge benefit for the 

students who will take Biology next year and 

our senior Earth and Environmental Science 

students. We are looking to do more studies in 

the area which will include a night survey of 

animals. All the work done will be passed onto 

the appropriate agencies for collation. Mrs 

Fulwood is starting up a junior Landcare group 

next year for all students. She is hoping to have 

a lot of students involved in different programs 

for example a bug watch and also possum 

counting. All the work done is for a purpose to 

eventually monitor and look after our local 

wetlands which in turn will look after our lakes. 

Mrs Fulwood would like to thank the students in 

her Science club who have met every Tuesday 

and completed some pretty awesome things. 

We built 4 different types of working volcanoes. 

We built an Earthquake City out of recycled 

materials and are in the process of making a 

model of a tsunami. These students are what 

makes Northlakes High such a wonderful place 

to work at. 

The agriculture farm is winding up for the 

holidays with meat and eggs for sale. Lastly on 

behalf of the Science Faculty we would like to 

wish all students and their families a wonderful 

joyous Christmas and a safe new year. We are 

all looking forward to another productive year in 

Science. 

 

Creative and Performing 

Arts/Language report 
Fourteen students from Year 10 and 11 Drama 

participated in a Drama Workshop, on 

Thursday the 20th of November. The two hour 

workshop was run by professional actor Nathan 

Lovejoy from the Belvoir Street Theatre. 

Nathan has experience in film, television and 

musical Theatre.  

 
The students were activity engaged and 

enjoyed the energy that he brought to the 

workshop. They were able to gain insights 

about the life of an actor and were inspired to 

get started on their monologues for the HSC 

course. Miss Koteczky and the students are 

looking forward to hopefully working with 

Nathan again in the future. 



  

 

On Monday the 24th of November Miss 

Koteczky took her Year 12 Dance class to The 

Entrance High School to participate in a HSC 

Dance Workshop with presenter David 

Spurgeon. The students from Northlakes High 

School and other schools on the Central Coast 

participated in learning about the appreciation 

component of the course, as well as 

participating in a practical workshop, to further 

develop their compositions. The students 

received a lot of insight on the preparation 

needed for their HSC exams next year. Miss 

Koteczky is very proud of the student’s 

cooperation and participation in the workshop. 

Students also enjoyed a drama production at 

the Belvoir Street Theatre Sydney on 

Wednesday 3rd December, the excursion was 

supervised by Mrs Brimbecom and the 

production itself was free of charge to students. 

At the conclusion of the performance, actors 

took questions from the audience, to further 

enhance the understanding of the play. 

Activities such as this, are aimed at providing 

more participation and engagement with the 

Performing Arts. Friday 28th November saw 

students 

accompanied by 

Mrs Davis, attend 

the Japanese 

Film festival in 

Sydney, it also 

included lunch in 

Chinatown.  

 

These cultural 

events are 

targeting 

language fluency 

and a greater 

cultural awareness amongst students. Our 

hope is that Language be seen in the 

community, as a vital link to the rest of the 

world with Japanese, Indonesian and French 

being offered at the school. 

Upcoming events include a senior concert for 

the school Period 4 Wednesday 10th 

December, as part of a development program 

for Years 11 and 12 Performing Arts students. 

The opening of Miss Leffley’s Visual Arts GATS 

class exhibition will be held on Monday 8th 

between 2.30 and 4.30pm. The exhibition will 

be held in Artroom 2 and light refreshments 

and afternoon tea will be available.  Sunday 

30th November, I attended a Teachers Preview 

at Maitland Regional Gallery and collected 

works that the school had provided for the 

FACE exhibition earlier in the year. It 

demonstrates our strong commitment, to 

providing the best possible learning 

opportunities to students at Northlakes High 

School. I am looking forward to our new Year 7 

and hope that they will feel at home and ready 

to explore their musical, artistic and performing 

talents. 

I would also like to thank, Mr.Wilkinson’s VET 

entertainment class for their audio and lighting 

support of the San Remo Neighbourhood 

Centre’s Christmas Carols Night at Northlakes 

Primary School. Students of particular note 

were Kate Pope, Johno Richards, Brandon 

Rondon, Caleb Hilier (a non- VET student) and 

Angel Danzante, who were present on the 

night. I would like to thank Mr Carl Pope (Kate’s 

Dad) for his support, equipment and expertise, 

which he gives free of charge and enhanced 

the school’s support of this important 

community event. In a supervisory role at the 

venue was myself and the irreplaceable and 

alacritous Mr Williamson Head Teacher Vet, a 

vital pillar of integrity and honesty that’s reflects 

the real core values of teaching at Northlakes 

High School. It was great to see members of 

the local community come up and talk to him in 

appreciative terms. 

Seeing it is Christmas, the Creative and 

Performing Arts/Languages staff would like to 

wish everyone a very Merry Christmas and a 

Happy New Year. See you in the New Year. 

 

 

Mr. Les Brimbecom  

Head Teacher Creative Arts/Languages 



  

 

TAS Report 
Year 7 Technology Textile class have been 

making owl cushions this term. They have now 

started making bags to be used as pouches for 

baby kangaroos, wombats and possums for 

WIRES.  

 
The bags in this photo were made by Jarrod Phillis, Luke Ward with 

some help from Anaru Woodham.  

Year 8 Technology Textile class have been tie-

dyeing and doing patchwork cushions this 

trimester. 

 
  

TTC Hospitality have made gingerbread 

houses to celebrate nearing the end of their 

Certificate II. 

  

Careers News 
WORK EXPERIENCE AND MOCK INTERVIEWS 

We had a highly successful week for Year 10 

with over ¾ of the Year out on Work 

Placement.  Many students have gained work 

over the Christmas through this, and every 

employer was very impressed with the 

students’ presentation and behaviour.   

 
Mrs Hewett also had the task of organising the 

mock interviews with Year 10 and community 

members.  Some of the feedback was 

exceptional, and one person who had also 

been to other schools said our student’s shone 

in appearance and presentation. 

 

Teaching & Learning Report 
In 2013, all Year 8 students were tested and 

graded on the ‘Place Value’ aspect outlined on 

the Numeracy Continuum. Students were 

graded against the ‘expected level of 

achievement’ on the continuum and grades 

ranged from ‘Way Above Expectation’ to ‘Way 

Below Expectation’.  

 

Students then received 

intensive interventions 

aimed at raising their 

understanding of, and 

practical skills in 

numeracy, leading to an 

improvement in their use 

of numeracy in a range of 



  

 

subjects including Science, History, 

Geography, Technology and Applied Studies 

and PDHPE. 

These students have recently been re-tested.  

The majority of students improved. The number 

of students at ‘below’ or ‘well below’ fell by 

77%, and the number ‘at expectation’, ‘above 

expectation’ and ‘well above expectation’ rose 

by 478%. We are very pleased with these 

results. 

Numeracy information can be found on the 

DEC parent help website: go to Schools A-Z, 

and then click on Maths A-Z. 

http://www.schoolatoz.nsw.edu.au/homework-

and-study/maths/maths-a-to-z#n 

There is a link to this website on the Northlakes 

High School web page. 

 

Art Work Selected 
Each year The Department of Education & 
Communities see an abundance of fabulous 
works submitted by talented students from 
across the state, and this year Greg Prior, 
Deputy Secretary chose the artwork entered by 
Bronte Veltmeyer, one of our ex-students to 
feature on his e-Christmas card.  

 
 

Community News 
Attached to this newsletter is the Epicentre 

Community Bulletin from the San Remo 

Neighbourhood Centre.  The Epicentre will be 

closed from 19th December till 12th January 

2015. 

 

DATES TO REMEMBER 
  

8/12/14 Luna Park Excursion 

for PTR students 

8/12/14 Visual Arts Exhibition – 

C Block 3-4:30pm – All 

Welcome 

10/12/14 Year 7 Ancient Egypt 

Day 

10/12/14 Wizard of Oz Excursion 

– support unit 

10/12/14 RAW Challenge 

Doyalson 

11/12/14 Year 7 – 10 

Presentation 9-11am 

12/12/14           House Group 

Excursion to Erina Fair 

for ice skating and 

movies 

12/12/14 Padoty – Photography 

exhibition the Entrance 

High School 7pm 

17/12/14 HSC Results available 

18-19/12/14     Staff Development 

Days 

19/12/14 Uniform Shop Open 10-

12pm 

2015  

26/1/15 Australia Day Public 

Holiday 

27/1/15 Staff Development Day 

27/1/15 Uniform Shop 10:00-

12:00pm 

28/1/15  Year 7,11,12 Start 

29/1/15   Year 8,9,10 Start 
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