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From our Principal: 

Staff Development Day 

Our first day of Term 3 was devoted to a variety 

of activities to enhance our staff’s technological 

skills. We are strongly aware of global trends, 

which mean that technological skills – for 

everyone - are key skills. Presenters came 

from our (talented) staff and their efforts were 

highly evaluated. However, as has always been 

the case, it’s not the tools the teacher has that 

are the most important thing – it is their ability 

to engage students in a variety of strategies, 

and their knowledge of their subject area, that 

have the biggest impact. As always, our staff 

will deliver. 

Education Week 29.7.14 

We will be holding an open afternoon on the 

29th July. We will have displays, a B.B.Q., 

music and an opportunity for you to walk with 

your child/ward through the school, so they can 

show you how good it is!  

 
Our Library 

On the same evening at 6pm we will hold the 

Year 8 Elective Selection evening. Staff will 

have a presentation, and you can assist your 

Year 8 student in making their choice of 

elective for Stage 5 (Years 9 and 10) 

School Facility Upgrades 

We have, with the financial assistance of our 

fantastic P. & C., installed an electronic sign on 

the main quadrangle. This means daily and 

immediate notices can be put up; it is a 

significant addition to our communication 

strategies in the school. 

 
Our new electronic sign 

We have also began to upgrade the basketball 

courts, they have been smoothed and sealed 

with a high quality surface and will have new 

lines and backboards added. This is part of our 

plan to upgrade playing and recreational 

facilities. We have also significantly improved 

gardens and the amount of seating in the 

playground. All carpets were steam cleaned in 

the holidays. Our Support Unit kitchen is 

finished and it looks great! 
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Public Education Awards 

On 12th August 2014 Northlakes High School 

will be hosting the annual Central Coast Public 

Education Awards. At this event, every Central 

Coast School will recognise members of their 

school community. For us, it is an opportunity 

to showcase the public speaking, hospitality, 

creative arts, organisational abilities of the 

students in our school – I am very proud to be 

able to do so. 

Personal Best for Learning – 

Suspension Decrease 

Our P.B.L. program was introduced nearly 

eighteen months ago and it has been very 

successful. We have decreased our 

suspension by 44%. Given that today (15.7.14) 

the A.B.C. National News led with a story about 

the overall increase in suspensions across the 

state, I am very happy that some of our 

strategies in this school have actually given us 

a happy result which is against a state trend. 

This is a huge success for this school! While 

suspensions only affect about 5% of any school 

population, a significant decrease reflects a 

variety of successful strategies and improved 

educational outcomes for all students. 

Senior Students 

Year 12 will begin the Trial H.S.C. in Week 3. 

They have been highly supported. The school 

funded the Elevate (Study Skills) Program and 

the cost of transport for the H.S.C. Study Day 

at Singleton and the Careers Advice Day (in 

Sydney) for Stage 6 (Years 11 and 12). Also, 

Mr Jarrod Freebody, our librarian, has tutored 

and mentored many students. I hope they have 

all developed good study procedures and are 

ready for the Term 3 exams. 

Korean Student Visit 

We are hosting thirty students from South 

Korea in Week 3. This is an opportunity for 

families to enjoy the experience of hosting 

young people from another culture. I know my 

children, then in their teens, really enjoyed 

hosting Japanese students some years ago. Mr 

Welham is organising this event – contact him 

if you are interested in hosting a child. 

Email 

As our world becomes more ‘linked’, it is 

increasingly important that we have your 

correct email address. If you wish to add, or 

check, an email address, please ring 43900555 

or email us through our website. We currently 

have over 500 parent/guardian email 

addresses. Through this, we send our 

newsletter and other information. We greatly 

appreciate you taking some time to ensure our 

details of you are accurate. 

 

Yours in Public Education 

Merrilyn Rowley 

 

Allunga are House Champions for 

Term 2! 
  

Allunga House enjoyed an all-expenses paid 

excursion to Strike Bowling and Laser Tag in 

Charlestown on the final day of Term 2. 75 

students representing all year groups, and nine 

motivated staff (who were possibly just as 

excited as the students), spent the day 

challenging each other in the two very serious 

disciplines.  

Congratulations Allunga! 

While the skills of all involved in the Ten Pin 

Bowling need further work, this meant that 

strikes were appropriately celebrated. An 

overwhelming pattern that developed 

throughout the day in the Laser Tag arena was 



  

 

that girls are far more accurate than boys, 

having a higher 'hit-rate' during the games. 

  

The students were incredibly well behaved and 

attracted praise from the staff at the venue for 

the way in which they conducted themselves. 

This continued Allunga's brilliant start to the 

year, finishing runner-up in the Term One 

points tally and winning Term 2. Allunga 

students arrived to school on time more 

frequently than students from other houses, as 

well as staying off discipline cards and earning 

'Gotchas' for application and effort. 

  

Allunga now have the right to claim the 'Silver 

Seats' for school assemblies and start Term 3 

as defending champions. Congratulations to all 

staff and students involved. Bad luck Mr 

Welham. 

  

Mr Boake   Deputy Principal for Allunga House   

 

Support Unit Report 

Students from the support unit this week were 

able to participate in work and community 

participation expos. The first work expo was 

held at Avondale College, on Tuesday and the 

second was held at Club Mingara on Thursday. 

All students thoroughly enjoyed themselves 

and brought back valuable information for post 

school options. 

The Senior class went to Coastlink on Tuesday 

for Community Participation information. Job 

Centre visited the school and discussed post 

school transition to work options. These are 

fantastic support options for our students and 

we are very happy with what is on offer. 

 

GATs Workshop 

During the holidays (Thursday 11 and Friday 

12 of July), selected students participated in a 

gifted and talented, Visual Art workshop at 

Northlakes High School. During the workshop 

students responded to the theme ‘FACE in the 

Urban Landscape", experimenting with 

sculpture, painting and photography in the 

creation of their unique works of art. The 

finished pieces will be entered in a competition 

later this year and I hope that selected works 

will be given the opportunity to exhibit. These 

students should be commended for their 

efforts! 

 
Some of the artworks created during the workshop. 

 

Aboriginal Excursion 

On the 27th of June the Aboriginal Dance 

Group and the Didge Group were invited to 

perform at Mary Mackillop College for the 

opening of their Aboriginal Garden. We were 

lucky enough to perform in front of both the 

primary school students and some high school 

students.  

 
Mrs Fraser who used to work at Northlakes 

was there as well as some Indigenous Knights 

players. It was an awesome experience and 

one that we will remember. 

 

Elissa, Coby, Gemma 



  

 

EDUCATION WEEK 28-July – 1-

August, 2014 – Creating The Future 

Week 3 is Education Week, and some of our 

dancers and singers from Northlakes High 

School will be performing at Lake Haven 

Shopping Centre.   

 
We will also have a display of our artwork, and 

we have invited our local Primary Schools in to 

have a look at our Agriculture farm and see our 

animals. 

 

Northlakes High School Expo 

We would like to invite you and the community 

in for an open evening on Tuesday 29thJuly 

from 3:30pm – 5:30pm.  Come into the hall and 

meet and greet every faculty and see their 

displays. Venture down to our Agriculture Farm 

and meet our farmyard friends, experience 

some hands on science experiments, and 

more. Feel free to invite any grandparents or 

neighbours who would like to attend. 

 

Year 8 Subject Selection Evening 

Subject selection for Year 8 (going into Year 9) 

will be held in the hall on Tuesday 29 July, 

straight after the expo from 6:00pm 

 

Term Planner 

Make sure you print off the last page of this 

newsletter, which is a Term Planner, and put it 

on your fridge to keep up with the busy Term 3. 

 

 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

Sneaks 4 Streets 

Homeless No More are holding a Fundraising 

Walkathon on Sunday 3rd August. All entrants 

have to be at the Halekulani Bowling Club 9am 

to register and you will be given the course with 

all directions including the water stations along 

the way.  Buses will transport all walkers from 

Halekulani Bowling Club to Chittaway Bay they 

will also return to Halekulani Bowling Club from 

Soldiers Beach. Entrants are to wear Orange 

T-Shirts.  Entry fee $40.00 per person.  At the 

end of the walkathon all entrants will receive 

drink and BBQ voucher back at the Halekulani 

Bowling Club and will be in the major prize 

draw.  For more information phone Elissa Scott 

0423 345 869. 

Call for Artwork - Mental Health – Art 

Works! 

Artists of all ages are invited to exhibit painting, 

sculpture, drawing, ceramics, photography and 

writings in the 15th Annual Mental Health Art 

Exhibition. Artwork must be created by 

someone who has lived with the experience of 

mental illness, their families, carers and friends.  

Entries close Monday 25th August 2014. For 

an entry pack contact Lee on 4320 3179. 

 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

21-22/7/14 Regional Athletics 

23/7/14 Yr 10 Police talks 

23/7/14 Science & Engineering Challenge 

24/7/14 Yr 11 Police talks 

26/7/14 Korean Students arrive 

28/7/14 HSC Trials begin 

28/7/14 VET Information Evening – 

Gorokan High 6pm 

29/7/14 Northlakes High School Expo 

3:30pm 

29/7/14 Yr 8-9 Subject Selection night 

6pm 

30-31/7/14 & 1/8/14 Yr 10 Transition Days 

31/7/14 Yr 9 Excursion to the Museum of 

Human Disease  

 



         NORTHLAKES HIGH SCHOOL PLANNER TERM 3, 2014 
  

Week 
 

MONDAY 
 

TUESDAY 
 

WEDNESDAY 
 

THURSDAY 
 

FRIDAY 
 

SAT/SUN 

 
JULY 

 
1A 

14 
Staff 
Development 
Day 

15 
Students 
return 

16 
Immunisation 

17 
Immunisation 
Back up day 

18 
CHS Cross 
Country 

19/20 

 

JULY 

 
2B 

21 
Regional 
Athletics 

22 
Regional  
Athletics 

23 
Yr 10 police 
talks 
Science & 
Engineering 
challenge 

24 
Yr 11 police 
talks 

25 26/27 
Korean 
students 
arrive 

 
JULY/AUGUST 

 
3A 

28 
HSC trials 
begin 
VET info 6pm 
Yr 11 Hosp 
W/P 

 

29 
Expo 3:30pm 
 
Yr 8-9 subject 
selection night 
6pm 

30 
Yr 10 transition 

31 
Yr 10 transition 
 
Yr 9 exc museum 
of human disease 

1 
Yr 10 transition 

2/3 

 
AUGUST 

 
4B 

4 
AECG 
meeting 
Yr 11 
constr W/P 

5 6 
Student deadline 
for Yr 8-9 subject 
selection 
Korean students 
leave 

7 8 
Support unit 
sports 
challenge 

9/10 

 
AUGUST 

 
5A 

11 12 
CC Public 
Education 
Awards 

13 
Yr 9 Maitland 
gaol 

14 
Yr 11 Adv Eng 
exc 

15 16/17 

 
AUGUST 

 
6B 

18 19 
P&C Meeting 
3:30pm 

20 
CC Showcase 

21 
Yr 12 police 
talks 

22 
Premiers reading 
challenge 
finishes 

23/24 

 

AUGUST 
 

7A 

25 

AECG 

meeting 

26 27 
Science & 

Engineering 

challenge 

28 29 30/31 

 

SEPTEMBER 
 

8B 

1 

Rumbalara 

Yr9 & 10 

2 
Rumbalara  
Yr 9 & 10 

3 4 
CHS Athletics 
Carnival 

5 
CHS Athletics 
Carnival 

6/7 
Father’s Day 

 

SEPTEMBER 
 

9A 

8 9 10 11 12 13/14 

 
SEPTEMBER 

 

10B 15 16 17 18 
Yr 12 graduation 
ceremony 9am 
Yr 9 CSI Ourimbah 

19 20/21 

 
SEPTEMBER 

 22 23 24 25 26 27/28 

  29 30 1 2 3 4/5 

Uniform shop opens every Friday 10:00am – 12:00pm 

Education Week 












